
Bank notes
It’s been an emotional rollercoaster since I put the “bank” building on the 
market, with tearful thoughts of letting go of the studio combining with a 
sense of discovery and a new beginning as I contemplate a phased 
retirement. So many people have wanted to talk to me about putting the 
building up for sale that I wanted to write to you about it here.

People ask if I’m going to stop being an artist, and to me that would be 
like asking me to stop breathing! It 
would be a challenge to work only 
in media that can be produced in a small living space, or to find another 
arrangement for studio space. On the other hand, I thrive on change, and 
I don’t need my own building to do the things that I most want to do.

I’m looking forward to offering classes and workshops this fall and 
beyond, and to be a part of restoring retreats. These could take place at 
church gathering spaces, retreat centers, or other locations. I also plan to 
put my work in galleries and go to wholesale shows where galleries place 
orders. You can keep track on my website, www.theleftbankstudio.com, 
where you can see what’s for sale, what classes are offered, and get a 
weekly update of what’s happening.

Simplifying my possessions will give me more freedom to be of service 
in other ways. Having moved my own parents seven times, I want to do 
this while I’m healthy and my knees and back can withstand the effort. 
My children would be happy for me to move closer to them, but they are 
elated that I’m cleaning out and downsizing the things in the bank, 
because they wouldn’t know where to start! Sorting things out to prepare 
the building for sale, I’ve been finding treasures from 30 years of being 
an artist (see page 3 for some examples). Thank goodness the building 
sale is taking a while and I have some time to clear things out, so people 
can see what their dream would look like! (Anyone need a barber chair?)

When I bought a forlorn 100+ year old former bank building I could 
imagine it as a hub of creativity and new life for myself and others. With 
a lot of painting, sanding, refinishing, and the support and involvement of 
many people, it has turned into that “creative oasis.” It’s not easy to think 
of moving on from such a spiritually enriching experience, but I’m 
emotionally prepared to give someone else a turn to dream and flourish 
in that charming bank. Stop by my website, and I’ll keep you updated on 
what happens next!

What’s ahead:

August

• I’ll have a booth at the Iowa 
State Fair, August 9–19. Watch 
my website for more details!

September

• Preparing to let go of the “bank” 
has led to planning a workshop 
on transitioning. I’m primed for 
this, being as I’m going through 
it right now—as are many others!
Transitioning can be a loss of 
mobility, relationships, housing, 
jobs... all these require 
rethinking your options and your 
gifts, and “repurposing” 
yourself. There will be some 
artmaking as well as guided 
reflection.

• I plan to start another 
watercolor and drawing class 
in September. Keep an eye on 
my website, or contact me if 
you’re interested!
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Completed “memory” 
tablecloth
Pictured below is the completed tablecloth Mary Beth 
made using clothing that had belonged to her mother. 
She painted and printed on some of the fabric (shown 
at right) before combining the different designs into a 
tablecloth representing memories of her mother’s life.

The “memories of...” projects seem to have struck a 
chord with many people. Maybe this beautiful 
example will inspire other ideas for commemorating 
events, or celebrating your loved ones! This type of 
fabric painting could be done in our retreats.

Because my rented house was sold, I’m now house-
sitting. Look at what I get to see while I have my 
morning coffee! It’s a good place for centering 
prayer and meditation. While I’m watering the plants 
it has grounded me in my new location. Moving can 
be unsettling—the flowers talk to me and tell me it 
will be okay.

Attention snowbirds:
In October I’ll need a new

house-sitting gig. Send me a note!
jomyerswalker@gmail.com

Highway 69 construction
If you’re heading to Gilbert, keep in mind that part of US Highway 69 is closed for 
resurfacing through September 2012. Coming from Ames you can take G.W. Carver Ave. 
north instead, for a nice scenic drive. I’ve posted more information on my website at:

http://theleftbankstudio.com/2012/06/12/going-to-gilbert/
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Bodies in the vault
While organizing I’ve been discovering treasures, like 
these mostly-headless fabric puppet bodies I made 
(shown at right). They would love to have me make 
them a head so we could talk!

The older photo at left below shows two completed 
larger puppets (about 5 feet tall!) hanging out with 
some smaller ones. Their heads are made of handmade 
cotton paper. Dance companies have used the large 

puppets to dance with by 
attaching them to the 
dancers’ hands and feet. 
I sold most of them at 
wholesale and gave two 
to a performing arts school. I have no idea where they’re dancing now.

My friends Sherri and Mary, both writers and poets, wrote stories of the 
adventures the puppets had at night. These stories went on a tag that would go 
with the puppet.

I gave the large puppets jackets, many of them tuxedo jackets with tails, 
embellished with handmade paper, special yarns and sparkly things. I heard that 
some people would take the jacket off the puppet and wear it themselves to go 
out, over a little black dress, then come home and put it back on the puppet!

Drawing exercises
Here are some classic exercises from Betty Edwards’ Drawing on the 
Right Side of the Brain which we’ve done in the first part of Drawing and 
Composition class. Bonnie’s picture at right is an example of “negative 
space” drawing: if you think you can’t draw a chair, draw everything 
around it that is not a chair, and the chair will pop out!

Illustrated below: turning a Picasso drawing upside-down before trying to 
copy it helps you “see” differently, and focus on the relationships of 
spaces and lines.

Class continues Thursday afternoons through July 26, and we’ll have a display of class members’ artwork at 
The Left Bank Studio after we’re done.

From left to right:

(1) Original drawing by 
Picasso, shown upside-down 
for the exercise in Betty 
Edwards’ book, and

(2) and (3), results from 
copying the upside-down 
picture, by Bonnie and Mary.




